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Students Show Up to Support

KEVIN NGO

At a rally organized by members of the Adjunct Faculty and Lecturer Organizing Committee on Saturday, supporters of adjunct faculty participated in a demonstration over the lack of fair vote on unionization for adjunct faculty members outside Golden Circle, the annual univeristy fundraising event, in San Jose.

Some snub black tie
event in favor of rally
for adjunct faculty
Erin Fox

Managing Editor
There was activity both inside and out
of the San Jose Center for the Performing
Arts last Saturday during the university’s
53rd annual sold-out Golden Circle Theatre Party.
Santa Clara’s longest-running black tie
scholarship fundraiser hosted James Taylor
as this year’s main entertainment, but the
folk singer was almost upstaged by the Santa
Clara faculty, students and alumni gathered outside of the venue holding a peaceful
demonstration to let university leadership
and donors know they wanted a say on the
policies that govern them and a fair process
to vote on unionization.

Since 1922

Sophomore Vasudha Kumar co-MC’ed
the Jan. 19 rally alongside philosophy lecturer Madeline Cronin to a crowd of over
100 people. Kumar focused on how faculty
treatment is fundamentally linked to student outcomes.
“The student-educator relationship is
the foundation of any university or educational institution, so the fact that our faculty have little security, stability or say in
the curriculum is upsetting,” Kumar said.
“When faculty are here on such short-term
contracts, it limits our ability to connect
and develop close relationships with them
and limits our access to the resources our
incredible faculty have to offer.”
For Cronin, the highlight of the event
was seeing the broad measures of support
and appreciating students in attendance,
but noted that there’s still work to be done.
“The university is treating contingent
faculty as a liquid asset and sometimes the
university has to make tricky decisions,”
Cronin said. “That’s understandable, but
the problem is those decisions really affect
people’s lives and create big instability.”

www.thesantaclara.org

Several Chartered Student Organization leaders who were invited to attend the
exclusive Golden Circle event declined the
invitation, choosing instead to stand with
their educators and fellow activists.
“I personally decided not to go to Golden
Circle because of my position as director of
Santa Clara Community Action Program
(SCCAP),” senior Sarah Locklin said. “I felt
in my gut that I couldn’t represent SCCAP
in good faith at the event, not after all of
the amazing work that SCCAPers and other
students have contributed to the adjunct
movement.”
Locklin noted SCCAP has been involved
with adjunct lecturer and faculty unionization since last year.
She thought it was important to have
a student presence at the demonstration
not only to show donors that students care
about professors, but also because some
adjuncts expressed worry over losing their
jobs or being harassed in the workplace for
showing up.

COLUMN
Sam Perez

ASG President
on Presidential
Search Committee
Dear members of the Santa Clara community,
The correspondence thus far surrounding our search for a new president following
Michael Engh S.J’s retirement has yet to come
from one of the students involved in this process. I write to you today in hopes of bringing
forth a different perspective to provide further
transparency and heightened communication
after the most recent meeting between members of the Presidential Search Committee
(PSC) and student leaders.
I do think that at the most recent meeting
on Jan. 11 with members of the PSC, steps
were made in a positive direction. To give the
student perspective value is to acknowledge
the equal investment we all have in this endeavor—the equal care with which we regard
who will lead us into becoming a place where
each student feels a sense of belonging and
where we can be the family and community
that we often distinguish ourselves to be.
Now that students will be involved in the
final interview stages for the presidential
candidates, the Trustees have committed to
reforming the protocols of the Presidential
Search Committee so students, faculty and
staff receive proper representation. We are
also taking a closer look at the constituencies of our university governance committees
beyond the PSC as an added result of this situation. Due to these new measures promised
in the most recent meeting, I feel far more
optimistic in working together toward our
shared goal of enriching the student experience at Santa Clara to the highest extent we
are capable.
These measures definitely indicate progress, but there is most certainly room for improvement with regards to valuing the student
perspective. The denial of the experiences
that remain for the female students present
at the initial Oct. 12 meeting cannot go unnoticed. During a time when my perspective
was not treated with the dignified value and
respect it deserves as an individual equally
as invested in making Santa Clara’s future as
bright as possible, I find myself deeply grateful
for the faculty and staff who made profound
efforts in elevating our voices to the position
of compassion such an experience demands.
Actions such as these are more important and
necessary now than ever.
In truth, I still find myself struggling with
a sense of disconcertion as a result of the discrediting language used in the email discussing the conclusion of the investigation. I am
saddened to discover that, in the midst of my
senior year, I am now having more difficulty
referring to Santa Clara as “home” with the
same unthinkable ease that I have always had
the privilege of using when talking about our
campus. However, the actions the Trustees

See SUPPORTERS, Page 2
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CAMPUS SAFETY
Alcohol-Related Medical Emergency
Jan. 18: A campus resident was intoxicated after returning from an off-campus party. Campus Safety, SCU
EMS and SCFD responded. The resident was well enough
to remain in her room.
Jan. 18: A campus resident was intoxicated after
returning from an off-campus party. He was evaluated
by SCU EMS and was well enough to remain in his room
monitored by his sober roommate.

Disturbing the Peace
Jan. 18: Campus Safety and SCPD responded to a
loud party involving students on Bellomy Street. The
students were given a citation by SCPD for a noise ordinance violation.

Found Property
Jan. 17: A pair of prescription glasses with broken
lens and frames was found and turned in to the Campus
Safety office.
Jan. 17: A wallet was found in the Learning Commons
and turned in to the Campus Safety office.
Jan. 20: A longboard skateboard was found in the
Benson Memorial Center and turned in to the Campus
Safety office.

Information Report
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Supporters of Adjuncts Go for the Gold
Continued from Page 1

“Sometimes shutting the door on an
invitation speaks larger volumes than
whatever you would be able to say at a
meeting or an event,” Locklin said.
Other community organization who
came out in support included several
higher education institutions such as
San Jose State University and University of San Francisco; members of Service
Employees International Union (SEIU)
local 521, California Faculty Association,
San Jose School Board and the South Bay
Labor Council.
Speakers included Associated Student
Body President Sam Perez, English adjunct lecturer Maggie Levantovskaya and
Maria Noel Fernandez, campaign director of Silicon Valley Rising and Trustee
of the South Bay Labor Council.
Most supporters cleared out by 6:30
p.m. when most of the Golden Circle attendees had already entered the venue.
Before Taylor’s performance, several
members of the university community
spoke to the 2,500-person audience.

Jan. 18: The west entrance door to Kenna Hall was
found propped open with a cutting tool, leaving the door
unsecured.
Jan. 19: A vehicle drove onto the Santa Clara mall to
Santa Clara Street, turned around, then left the damaged
car parked by the entrance of the Varsi lot. The driver then
left the scene via a Lyft vehicle. SCPD was contacted and
responded. The vehicle was cited for parking partially in
a red zone.
Jan. 20: Campus Safety responded to a smoke detector activation in a Swig Residence Hall resident’s room.
The cause of the activation was burned popcorn.

One of which was Board of Trustees
member Jeff Miller ‘73, who announced
the university’s new $1B “Innovation with
a Mission” campaign, its most ambitious
fundraising effort to date.
Miller, who is co-chair of the campaign
along with John A. Sobrato ‘60 revealed
that the past four years have been the
“quiet phase” of the campaign in which
Santa Clara raised $570 million of the
$1B goal.
“In the last four and a half years in the
leadership phase we have raised almost
$600 million,” Miller said. “To put that
into perspective, the last campaign we had
that took twice as long raised almost $400
million. So literally in half the time we’ve
raised 50 percent more money.”
A handful of involved students also
took to the stage to share how they’ve benefitted from opportunities at Santa Clara,
primarily due to support from donors.
Senior Kristin Godfrey is a Jean Donovan Fellow and spoke of her experience
teaching male inmates with violent records in San Francisco County Jail No. 5..
In early January, she was invited to

speak at Golden Circle and began writing
the first draft of her speech.
She sent it in to event organizers and
received notes on what to focus on and
how to structure the speech.
Godfrey ended up focusing on her fellowship and listening to marginalized
voices, which included the line, “whether
it’s listening to those who are incarcerated
or if it’s listening to the voices of students,
faculty and staff on our own campus.”
According to Godfrey, she was asked to
remove that line and initially refused, but
was then told that she could be pulled as
a speaker if she did not comply.
“I ended up thinking that it would be
better to get stuff out about the Ignatian
Center and restorative justice in front of
so many people then try to cancel something because they wouldn’t let me say
that one line,” Godfrey said. “If we can’t
change the stuff that’s so close to here,
then what are we doing trying to change
the world?”
Contact Erin Fox at efox@scu.edu or call
(408) 554-4852.

News in Brief
Global
•

Tens of thousands of protestors took to the streets of Venezuela to protest President
Nicolas Maduro, who was inaugurated for a second term two weeks ago. According
to Foro Penal, a group that tracks political prisoners, at least 43 people have been
detained in protests this week.

•

On Tuesday, the United Nations’ World Health Organization (WHO) added “vaccine
hesitancy” to its Ten Threats to Global Health in 2019. The WHO stated that “antivaxxers,” parents who do not vaccinate despite availability of vaccines, could be
partially responsible for the recent 30 percent increase in measles cases globally.

Medical Emergency
Jan. 17: A student injured his ankle while playing
basketball in Malley Center. He was given medical
assistance by SCU EMS and declined transportation to
a hospital.
Jan. 19: A campus resident injured himself while
skateboarding. He was given medical assistance by SCU
EMS.

National

Student Behavior

•

The Supreme Court voted 5-4 to allow the Trump administration’s policy barring
most transgender people from serving in the military to temporarily take effect. The
court ruled that the restrictions are not a “blanket ban” on all transgender people.

•

Perdue Foods issued a recall on over 68,000 pounds of chicken nuggets after reports
of wood contamination in bags of frozen chicken nuggets on Friday.

Welfare Check

•

Jan. 19: Campus Safety conducted a welfare check on
a campus resident who had not responded to his family’s
calls since the previous day. Campus Safety learned that
he was on a camping trip and his family was notified.
When the student returned to his room the following
day, he was advised to contact his family.

President Trump said he will explore altrnative venues for his State of the Union
address after Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi refused to allow him to give the
speech at the House chamber until the government reopens.

Santa Clara

Jan. 19: A group of students and non-affiliates
were reported attempting to force their way through
a window of a Swig Residence Hall room. One of the
students claimed to have left her car key in the room
when questioned by a Campus Safety officer.

From Campus Safety reports.

•

Anna Deavere Smith and W. Kamau Bell, former Frank Sinatra Chairs in the Performing Arts, held a discussion at the 2019 Sinatra Reunion on Tuesday at the Louis
B. Mayer Theatre following a screening of Deavere Smith’s solo show “Notes from
the Field.”

•

The Winter Ball, hosted by the university and the Activities Programming Board, in
partnership with the Multicultural Center and the Harry Potter Club, will be held on
Friday, Jan. 25 from 8-10 p.m. in Locatelli Student Activity Center.

Check out the Campus Safety Report online:
facebook.com/scucss
@SCUCampusSafety
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Magazine Covers Bring Representation
Senate initiative
becomes a new
movement
Emma Pollans

The Santa Clara
Posters of magazine covers have
been popping up around campus
this past week featuring students
at Santa Clara.
These covers are part of a larger
movement called #BroncoPosi that
plans to display eight unique covers representing minority groups
on campus.
Ciara Moezidis, a sophomore
senator on Associated Student Government (ASG) created the #BroncoPosi movement as an ASG initiative last February.
The phrase #BroncoPosi was
inspired by the BodyPosi online
movement surrounding the idea of
acceptance for all body types. Moezidis wanted to localize this idea.
In September, the #BroncoPosi
initiative became an established
movement and the eight magazine
covers were finalized.
The covers are currently located
in places students frequent most, including residence halls, the Learning
Commons and Malley Fitness and
Recreation Center.
Supporters of the movement
hope the covers are informative
and help deconstruct stigmas and

stereotypes surrounding those who
identify with the covers’ identities.
“The purpose is for students to
be able to see the covers in a lot of
different places,” Moezidis said. “So
as a result, that week they are encouraged to talk to other students.
Either those that they see are on the
covers or those that identify with
that community as well.”
This project was inspired by
Moezidis’s trip to the IgnatianQ
Conference at Loyola University in
February.
IgnationQ is a conference dedicated to bringing together members
of the LGBTQ+ community at Jesuit
universities.
Moezidis saw various magazine
covers at Loyola University featuring students and messages of body
positivity.
Moezidis hoped to be able to
bring similar covers to Santa Clara
with the goal that they would help
students realize the presence of underrepresented groups on campus
having difficulty being accepted.
Rodolfo Leon is a junior who will
be featured on one of the covers.
He believes the #BroncoPosi
movement is essential and it teaches students to be aware of minority
groups on campus.
“[At] SCU, there are many minority groups that seldom have their
voices heard,” Leon said. “It is easy
to listen to the majority because they
are so loud, [but] to establish a safe
and welcoming atmosphere that
SCU claims to strive for, we must

too listen to the voices of the rest.”
To accompany the magazine covers, Moezidis and others will table
outside Benson Memorial Center to
educate students about the groups
featured on the covers.
A Difficult Dialogue hosted by
the Office for Multicultural Learning will take place during week eight.
Following this quarter’s display
of the magazine covers, Moezidis
hopes to expand the project next
quarter and host a human library
event where students of different
identities and communities sit at
a table and have an open dialogue
with one another.
Mai Sinada, a sophomore featured on the Muslim cover, believes
that movements like #BroncoPosi
are significant because they bring
students together.
“Initiatives like #BroncoPosi are
important on campus because they
aid in moving our peers away from
ignorance and toward education,
and eventually acceptance and respect,” Sinada said. “It is initiatives
like these that allow us, members
of the Santa Clara University community, to actively engage with the
three Cs: competence, compassion
and conscience.”
In addition to opening and
building dialogues among students,
Moezidis wants to see #BroncoPosi
encourage students to develop a better understanding of each other regardless of background and remove
stigmas around certain identities.
The hope is that they can be a

COURTESY OF SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY

Sophomores Lana Kaleel and Mai Sinada posed for the first of eight #BroncoPosi
magazine covers that will be released throughout the quarter focused on minorities.

stepping stone for students to become more knowledgeable about
others on campus and lead them to
stand in solidarity with one another.
Students that posed in covers for
#BroncoPosi also see the initiative
has an important effect on minority
groups on campus.
Junior Catherine Moore is one
student who posed for a #BroncoPosi cover.
Moore believes that having a
tangible reminder to respect all cul-

tures around campus greatly creates
a space of confidence for minority
groups.
“It takes a lot of courage and confidence for a minority group or individual to put themselves and their
culture on a poster,” Moore said.
“And that just means this campus
is supportive of these groups.”
Contact Emma Pollans at
epollans@scu.edu or call (408) 5544852.

Committee Includes
Gateway Crossings Could
Students in Presidential be the Answer to Santa
Search Interviews
Clara’s Housing Prayers
Interviews for
university president
position underway
Perla Luna

Editor-in-Chief
The Presidential Search Committee
(PSC) announced plans to include two student leaders in conversations with the final
candidates for Santa Clara’s 29th president.
The announcement comes after months
of lobbying from students and faculty for
representation on the committee.
The Associated Student Government
(ASG) and the Faculty Senate both passed
resolutions to include students in the PSC
itself.
The Faculty Senate resolution, in part,
was prompted by student allegations that
two trustees on the committee used sexist
and demeaning language in an Oct. 12 outreach meeting with students leaders.
Van Dermyden Maddux Investigations—
a law firm hired by the university—was
not able to substantiate those allegations,
though the report itself will not be released
due to university confidentiality policies.
The two student leaders—ASG President
Sam Perez and Senate Chair Alex Perlman—
were chosen to take part in the interview
process due to the “nature of their leadership roles” on campus, according to an email
sent to The Santa Clara by co-chairs John
M. Sobrato and Paul Gentzkow in January.
“We appreciate the desire of students to
have a role in this process, and feel this is another helpful and appropriate way the search
can benefit from students’ input without
changing the presidential search protocol
in place,” the co-chairs said in the email.
The two student leaders, along with the
leadership team, deans, center directors and
presidents of the staff and faculty senates
will be invited to meet with the finalists.

In order to respect the privacy of the
candidates, what these meetings entail remains confidential.
“Most (if not all) qualified candidates
will not consent to a public interview process for fear of jeopardizing their current
positions and relationships,” a Jan. 15 committee email said to the campus community.
“Members of the search committee have
agreed to confidentiality of the candidates.”
The interview process began Jan. 14,
after the final outreach meeting was conducted with a group of student leaders the
previous Friday, Jan. 11.
This was the same group of student leaders who were at the inciting Oct. 12 meeting
as well as the PSC co-chairs, Margaret Russell (interim associate provost for diversity
and inclusion) and Kitty Murphy (associate director of pastoral ministries). The
students took the opportunity to provide
the committee with input on the outreach
questions.
“On behalf of the Presidential Search
Committee, we are pleased that Friday’s
meeting was both cordial and productive,”
the co-chairs said in the email to The Santa
Clara. “We look forward to continued collaboration with students on matters that
are important to our entire community.
We are grateful for the interactive dialogue
and collaborative approach of all participants, and received very helpful feedback
in return.”
The committee anticipates bringing
back the finalist(s) for a second set of interviews in early to mid-February, with a
final recommendation given to the Board
of Trustees by the end of March.
The Board of Trustees will then make
the selection decision.
The university has also agreed to revisit
its presidential search protocol prior to the
end of this academic school year.
Contact Perla Luna at pluna@scu.edu or
call (408) 554-4852.

Concerns raised at
community outreach
meeting
Emma Pollans

The Santa Clara
The mood was tense in Locatelli Center as
both residents of the City of Santa Clara and
university students voiced various concerns
and objections to aspects of the Gateway Crossings Development Project.
Hunter Storm Development hosted a community outreach meeting last Wednesday, Jan.
16 to discuss and allow for people to voice their
opinions regarding the project.
Gateway Crossings is set to be a private
development behind the Santa Clara CalTrain
Platform.
The development is located between Coleman Avenue and Brokaw Road and has the
potential to offer additional housing to students, faculty and staff within walking distance
of campus.
Residents of the City of Santa Clara came
to the meeting to discuss the project with developers from Hunter Strom. The plan is for
the development to contain apartment units,
a hotel, a park and various retail locations.
Residents complained that they felt the
number of units were lacking and that Hunter
Storm should completely maximize the entire
space to offer as much housing as possible.
However, the City of Santa Clara previously
determined that 1,650 would be the maximum
number of units allowed in that area given the
environmental impact.
Chris Shay, associate vice president for University Operations, believes that the Gateway
Crossings project has the potential to greatly
benefit and improve student life at Santa Clara.
“Additional student choices would be an
important benefit of this project,” Shay said.
“For living, entertainment or socializing, having additional options for our students would

make for a more well-rounded experience.”
Junior Ellie Lammers-Lewis is the Associated Student Government Off-Campus Chair
for Civic Engagement. She conducted a focus
group prior to the community outreach meeting of students to discuss the future livability
of the development.
The focus group concluded that while the
Gateway Crossings Project contained the
necessary components to be an exciting new
development, it lacked consideration of the
space’s livability.
Lammers-Lewis felt that the focus group
of students were advantaged as they had little
to no great personal stake in the development
and instead would be able to analyze it from a
neutral perspective.
One of the common complaints shared by
both city residents and students was the lack of
side streets planned within the development.
These streets would provide for more walkways and allow for the area to be more inviting or accessible for those who will not live in
the apartments. Additionally the side streets
would allow for more benches and landscaping
throughout the complex.
Additionally, Lammers-Lewis believes the
development was largely planned from a bird’seye view with less consideration given to what
it would be like to walk through the space.
“It’s really an apartment complex and the
park is actually a square of grass,” LammersLewis said. “My main improvement would be
to break up those buildings so that people don’t
feel like they are in mass housing units. People
should feel that urban living is a good option,
not that they’re being squeezed into a new
artificially designed place.”
In response to the suggestions and comments raised at the outreach meeting, Hunter
Storm promised to take them into consideration as they modified the development plans.
The hope is that students will be able to provide
input to help resolve some of the issues raised.
Contact Emma Pollans at epollans@scu.edu or
call (408) 554-4852.
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Francis Ford Coppola: Creator on Campus
Famed director brings lessons
and laughs to Santa Clara
Brandon Schultz
The Santa Clara

After years of dreaming, a few months of
intense planning and generous aid from the
community, professor Michael Whalen finally
got his wish: Francis Ford Coppola, acclaimed
director of “The Godfather” (among other
masterpieces) visited Santa Clara.
Despite the torrential rain pounding
against the de Saisset Museum, Coppola—
who once braved the tropical rainforests of
the Philippines for more than a year to film
“Apocalypse Now”—took the time to chat with
students and members of the community for
the sixth annual Vari Symposium.
Born in Detroit and raised by an artistic
family (his mother was an actress; his influential father, a flutist), Coppola found creative
ways to entertain himself as a child—especially when trapped in bed with a chronic
case of polio.
Ultimately, this creative background translated into one of the most successful filmmaking careers in Hollywood history, with
Coppola securing Oscars for his efforts on
“Patton,” “The Godfather” and its sequel. He
also won the elusive Palme d’Or for both “The
Conversation” and “Apocalypse Now.”
Similarly to his struggles with polio as
a child, Coppola fought with every fiber of
his artistic being to bring these extremely
personal films to the big screen. On Jan. 16,
he shared his thoughts on his heritage, the
state of cinema and most importantly, the
hard-won value of remaining true to yourself.
The air in the museum sizzled with excitement when—feeling his way out from behind
the thick curtain of the museum’s stage—the
needlessly modest Coppola, sporting a pair
of mismatched polka-dotted socks, made his
surprisingly humble entrance in front of a
crowd of students, diplomats and Santa Clara
higher-ups.
Thinner than his iconic representations
but looking as hearty as a bottle of one of his

CHARLES BARRY

Francis Ford Coppola, the brilliant mind behind American classics like “The Godfather,” “Apocalypse Now” and “Patton,” visited Santa Clara this month. In
his visit, he spoke to awestruck members of the student body, faculty and administrators about his journey as a director and Hollywood superstar.

red wines, Coppola started by discussing his
third generation, Italian-American identity
with professor Evelyn Ferraro.
“It was wonderful—I had the best of both
[Italy and America],” he said. “We were having pizza at pizzerias before Americans knew
what that was.”
For Coppola, Italian food—especially the
“old recipes” continued by his forebears—acts
as a vessel for honoring both his heritage and
foundational, early family life.
As restless as his roving cameras, Coppola,
always the director, shifted the conversation
to film with Michael Whalen. He reiterated
his genuine desire to speak with students
of all interests about their cinema-centric
questions.
Here, with this unanticipated and welcome
audience engagement, the conversation became truly interesting.
“I never got a great performance out of
anybody. They gave me the performance,”
Coppola said, displaying his disarmingly selfdeprecative nature as he spoke to actors (and
those who hope to one day direct them).

However, signs that the director understands his monumental status in film still
shined through, such as when he explained
how he doesn’t mind his copycats because it’s
“through them you become immortal.”
On the subject of Santa Clara, Coppola
quipped that he wished he could’ve been Jesuit educated. “Then I would’ve known Greek
and Latin!” he said.
Throughout the conversation, the director
continued to exhibit a keen interest in the lives
and education of the students in attendance.
He approached the state of modern cinema
wearing the opposite of rose-colored glasses,
noting matter-of-factly that “the wine industry
is more exciting than the film industry.”
“I don’t have any regrets, but I have two,”
he humorously noted toward the end of the
discussion. He lamented not producing “One
from the Heart” live, as he originally intended,
but more relevantly, he wished he and his colleagues had handed down the film industry in
“better shape” to the next generation.
In fact, throughout the talk, it seemed as if
he was striving to impart as much advice as

possible to help with his second regret.
In both cases, he wished that he and Hollywood had stuck to their guns, prioritizing
their personal visions over the demands of
the soulless industry.
He wanted students to be true to themselves, letting that zeitgeist shape their work.
“Modern arts are all canned—we live in a
canned society,” he said, before encouraging
young filmmakers to be “outrageously ambitious. Don’t tamp it down, don’t make it
practical.”
When the clock on the conversation ran
out, Coppola—now fully attuned to the room
and eager to say more—asked the remaining
students who hadn’t had a chance to ask a
question to pool together and devise a particularly unanswerable question.
Evidently, he was enjoying the process and
wanted it to last a bit longer.
“Come and replace us,” he told the wideeyed creatives in the crowd.
Contact Brandon Schultz at bschultz@scu.
edu or call (408) 554-4852.

Voices of Santa Clara: Thane Kreiner

Executive Director
of the Miller Center
on entrepreneurship
Gavin Cosgrave

Special Correspondent
The following is an entry in a series
called “Voices of Santa Clara,” which
profiles noteworthy students and faculty. The Q & A is excerpted from the
“Voices of Santa Clara” podcast.
Thane Kreiner is the executive
director of Miller Center for Social
Entrepreneurship.
Gavin Cosgrave: You studied
chemistry in college at the University of Texas Austin, what were

your career plans in college?
Thane Kreiner: I had no career plans, it’s very different today.
I studied chemistry because I was
putting myself through college
with a scholarship that paid me
$1,000 to study chemistry. It was
a major that came to me for economic reasons.
It was during my senior year
that I got interested in neuroscience. It was a convergence of how
the human brain works, why some
people think differently than others, causes of mental illness. I was
really interested in how the brain
connected to the mind, and that
lead me to California for my graduate studies.
GC: Why did you decide to work
in the private sector?
TK: In grad school in neuroscience at Stanford, I graduated
with five different publications
and finished in a little more than
four years. I knew that I wanted
to stay in California. At the time
when you got a Ph.D. from a prestigious university, the expectation
was that you would set up your own
lab somewhere.

When I did my post-doc, it
was a very different experience.
The missing ingredient was really leadership. I decided to explore different career options and
I went through what we now call
“vocational discernment” talking
to people in different parts of the
biotech industry. I wanted to apply
science to help people, and I saw
biotech and pharmaceuticals as a
way to do that.
That lead me to apply to an MBA
program at the Stanford Graduate
School of Business. I got my MBA
in 1994 then spent the next 17 years
in the biotech industry leading life
science companies.
GC: Had social entrepreneurship always been a part of you? Or
were you starting a new chapter
when you joined Miller Center?
TK: When I went to business
school, one of my aspirations was
to apply science and technology
to help people. In biomedical research and biotechnology, there are
a lot of ways to improve devastating
conditions with technology. In the
process of starting four companies,
I realized that my drive was about

how science and technology would
help people, but my job as CEO was
to maximize returns for the venture capitalists.
I had imagined that at some
point in my life, when one of my
companies had a liquidity event,
I would do something else that
would just be focused on doing
good, but I didn’t know what that
was. Then Santa Clara came up serendipitously.
GC: There are so many gigantic
problems in the world, from human
rights to climate change, to oceans
to poverty and inequality. Are you
optimistic about the future?
TK: There are days when I’m
very optimistic because I’ve been
in the field with social enterprises
and I’ve seen how community-level
engagement can create transformative change, and how that can
scale to address problems of climate change by creating resilience
in the places that are most affected.
Miller Center is doing a program with social enterprises focused on refugees, migrants and
human trafficking survivors. This
program has opened a new way of

showing how entrepreneurship can
positively impact the most vulnerable. I think the principles of social
entrepreneurship hold promise.
At the same time, there are
troubling political wins that could
destroy the planet around us. It’s
a frightening time at least in my
history.
GC: What are you most proud
of up to this point in your career?
TK: I would probably say the
Global Social Benefit Fellowship
if I had to pick one thing.
When Keith Warner and I
started contemplating how we
could create a transformative social justice learning experience, it
was 2011.
What the program has done is
phenomenal, beyond what I could
imagine.
We’ve had eight Fulbrights and
three valedictorians in the program, and all the students feel like
my children.
To listen to the full interview, visit
voicesofsantaclara.com or search
“Voices of Santa Clara” on the
iTunes Podcast App.
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“The WIZRD” is a Musical Act of Rebellion
Future’s latest album
challenges the norms
of music and the
whole music world
Azariah Joel

The Santa Clara
Future has defied the system
again by ignoring traditional album cycles. This past week, the beloved artist dropped a new album
just three months after “Wrld on
Drugs” was released. Future has
gained a reputation of releasing
two or more projects a year since
he started creating mixtapes about
a decade ago. “The WIZRD,” his
tenth album, arrived not too long
after the preview songs were released. Yet to my surprise, the album hasn’t gained much attention
in the media.
“The WIZRD” has about 20
songs—only two of which have
features. Future has explained the
meaning behind the title was based
on a nickname the late rapper OG
Double D gave him. Future then
began posting on Twitter, before
the album’s release, with snippets
of the project’s tracks which were
accompanied with a visual—some
of which featured the most iconic
wizards in pop culture: Lord Voldemort from “Harry Potter,” Saruman
from “The Lord of the Rings” and
“The Wizard of Oz.”
The album starts out with a
song titled “Never Stop” which
establishes a slow, melodic mood.
Predictably, Future dives right into
his drug addiction. He says, “Tryna
shake the devil, on promethazine/
Tryna show you love but you don’t
feel me.” With these lyrics, Future
references his promethazine addiction and discusses renouncing the
recreational drug—but of course,
he won’t.
Future creates a feeling of relatability for his listeners and how he
can’t shake his addiction to drugs.
This can be a powerful message to
others because he brings himself
down from the pedestal to level
with those who may be dealing
with the same struggles. Whether
it may be related to drugs or other
controversial subjects, Future raps
about realistic circumstances and
truths of life.
In the song titled “Rocket Ship”
Future’s first words are “Drankin’
lean, totin’ extendos.” He continues
into his second verse of mumble
rap saying “Cookin’ coke up, water
whip that sh*t, yeah.”
In a 2018 interview with Genius, Future talked about secretly
quitting “lean” (a popular drug) in
fear of backlash from fans: “I didn’t
wanna tell nobody I stopped drinking lean. Because then they’ll be
like, ‘Oh his music changed because
he ain’t drinking lean no more. I
can hear when he changed it. It just
be hard when your fans used to you
a certain kind of way, a certain persona. You be afraid to change.”
The irony of Future’s music is
that he admits to not being a drug
addict but his songs repeatedly talk
about his addiction to drugs. Future bluntly told Clique TV in an
interview that he lied about being
a drug dealer and isn’t afraid to be
honest about that.
The R&B industry is constantly
evolving and hip hop has changed
radically over time. Traditionally
in the 90s, rappers would talk about
selling drugs whereas now, rappers
talk about using them. Future is
known for being a drug user because of his music—something

FACEBOOK

Future’s latest album, “The Wizrd,” was released by Epic/Freebandz on Jan. 18. The album is signature Future material which steps out of the usual album release cycle used
by most contemporary artists. On “The Wizrd,” Future challenges his artistic world’s complacency in and propogation of recreational drug use—something fresh and rebellious.

that may be impossible to change
because of his fan base.
Almost every song in “The WIZRD” sounds exactly the same. The
lyrics may be different but the interpretations are the same. Trap
music revolves around money,
drugs (lots of drugs) and girls. It’s
difficult to understand what he’s
saying because it really does sound
like mumbling. I hesitate to categorize Future in the R&B genre and
think of him more like a phase or
an era. It will pass over time.
Future is more famously known
for being featured in other songs
and his collaborations with those
artists.
Although Future has been
consistent with his creations, his
album lacks creativity which has
been a pitfall for his previous albums. It’s rare to see a song trending by Future unless it is a hit single
another artist has released with his
voice featured. Songs like “King’s
Dead” or “Low Life” are two of his
most famous songs charting on the
Billboard list.
“The WIZRD” is good, but not
unique. None of the songs in the
album have made it to the Billboard
list and ratings say this album is
just another collection to add to
his other identical albums. Future
has talent, but I wouldn’t compare
him to other R&B artists such as 21
Savage, The Weeknd, Travis Scott,
Kendrick Lamar and many more.
Future’s motives for rap just
don’t seem genuine and he focuses
too much on what others perceive
him to be.
He falls into pitfalls common
in rap culture through his mumbling and his attempt to level with
his audience about the realities of
drugs despite being a drug addict.
But who can blame him when
we live in this culture of lost identity?
Contact Azariah Joel at ajoel@scu.
edu or call (408) 554-4852.

OPINION

6

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Nicholas Chan

A College Student’s Own Search for Meaning

M

y Uncle Pete told
me during family
dinner, “College
was the happiest time of my
life. Life only goes downhill
from there, so enjoy these
years.”
But I have never felt so
anxious and overwhelmed.
Grades, relationships, sports,
job … shouldn’t I be happier?
Shouldn’t I want to be happier?
In our modern self-obsessed world, it is almost
heresy to suggest perhaps
not. Instead, our ultimate
goal should be fulfillment—to
live our lives with a purpose,
with meaning.
No book addressed that
question better than one published 76 years ago. Its message—life is a quest for meaning—is more relevant than
ever. In this age of anxiety, a
time when more college students are feeling depressed,
it is time to give that volume
a revisit.
“Man’s Search For Meaning” was published by psychologist Viktor Frankl, a
Holocaust survivor. During
his imprisonment at a concentration camp, Frankl
found purpose in suffering,
caring for others and finishing his manuscript on psychotherapy. Looking back,
Frankl realized this pursuit
of purpose made him hopeful
when many of his fellow prisoners resigned themselves to

a state of meaninglessness before dying in despair.
As a psychotherapist,
Frankl encouraged other
prisoners to see that life expected something from each
prisoner. To survive, he came
to understand that prisoners
had to see value in their lives
even as the Nazis degraded
them to mere animals: shaving them from head to toe,
confiscating their personal
belongings and forcing them
to perform back-breaking
manual labor—until all that
was left was their “naked
existence.” Many prisoners
gave up hope and committed
suicide by running into the
electrical barbed wires surrounding the camps.
Frankl counseled his fellow prisoners not to ask what
the meaning of life was, but to
instead think of themselves
as “those who were being
questioned by life—daily and
hourly.”
Whether it was the hope
of reuniting with a loved one
or fulfilling their professional
careers, each prisoner had to
discover his or her true calling—and such pursuit, even
in this hell, would keep them
alive. Frankl quotes German
philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche: “He who has a why
can bear any how.”
Each prisoner’s unique
calling gave them reasons to
live. No matter how extreme
the misery and humiliation

AP

“Man’s Search For Meaning” by Viktor E. Frankl shows that no matter
what, it is possible to find hope in some of the most hopeless situations.

the Nazis inflicted upon them,
they couldn’t strip the prisoners of their identities or
erase their destinies. Frankl
counseled a prisoner who was
contemplating suicide and
discovered he was a father,
the father of a daughter living
in a foreign country, awaiting
his return. And when Frankl
was sent to Auschwitz, he

was separated from his wife
yet often thought about her.
His dream of reuniting with
her gave him the strength to
live through his horror. When
Frankl lost his manuscript on
psychotherapy at the camp,
he dreamed of rewriting and
publishing it after his liberation—lecturing at universities
and teaching students about

the psychology of prisoners
in Nazi concentration camps.
Each prisoner’s destiny gave
them the hope and strength to
live through their sufferings.
Frankl saw purpose admist suffering. He witnessed
prisoners who acted in ways
that helped them overcome
their awful situations, achieving an inner fulfillment even
on the eve of death. For example, he met a young woman
who knew she would die soon.
From her window, she
could see the branch of a
chestnut tree with two blossoms. She often talked to the
tree in her loneliness, realizing that there was beauty
in the face of death.
“I am grateful that fate
has hit me so hard,” she said
to Frankl. “In my former life
I was spoilt and did not take
spiritual accomplishments
seriously.”
Frankl’s “Man’s Search
For Meaning ” inspires us
to view the challenges that
we face in college as a path
toward a more fulfilling life,
a life of meaning. Managing academic work, building
relationships and paving a
career path—these are the
intricacies of college life that
we must navigate, challenges
that can make us feel stressed,
anxious and unhappy, even
here in the “Claradise” of
palm trees and sunshine.
When such feelings are unavoidable, what we need is a

Sahale Greenwood

Coping with Winter Quater in Claradise

I

n sunny and temperate California we are always surprised
how cold and rainy it can
get during winter quarter, especially with these past two weeks of
heavy rainfall. The rainfall effects
us more than getting wet on our
walk to class—it also affects our
mood.
According to the coexisting
conditions program at El Camino
Hospital, our brain needs sunlight to
function most effectively. Being outside in the sunlight during the day
influences the brain’s internal clock,
improving the release of melatonin,
which helps you get a better night’s
sleep and creates a more natural and
consistent sleep schedule. In addition, sunlight absorbed through your
skin helps your brain make serotonin, which further supports melatonin production and makes you feel
happier. All the natural benefits we
could receive from the sun have been
hindered by our recent winter rain.
Besides the more scientific explanations for our reliance on sunshine, rain can make people feel
restricted and isolated. The best
ways to combat worse moods and
lowered productivity with the rain
are getting outside as much as possible and watching lots of good movies, preferably with friends. For me,
rainy days are difficult because I love
being outside and warm. However,
over the years I have learned that
instead of thinking about the rain as

CEASAR TESEN

Winter quarter in Santa Clara is known for its rain. Some people enjoy rain but for others it can negatively affect their mood. Watching movies is a good way to combat this.

an obstacle keeping me inside, I see
it as an opportunity to be a little lazy
and check off a few movies on my
watch list. By rearranging the way I
think about rainy days, I have now
come to appreciate them.
A big part of loving rainy days
is excitement about the movies on
the queue, so here are my recommendations for movies to watch if
you haven’t seen them or re-watch
if you loved them the first time, categorized by genre.
Thriller: “A Simple Favor” is a
murder mystery starring Blake Lively and Anna Kendrick. This thriller
is well-written, with dynamic characters that keep the plot moving and
creates lots of unexpected moments.
The movie is also closely based on a
true story, which I found made the

plot even more thrilling.
Drama: “The Eternal Sunshine
of a Spotless Mind” starring Jim
Carrey and Kate Winslet is a movie
about a bad breakup where both
characters elect for a procedure to
erase the other from their memories.
The movie was interesting, thoughtprovoking and emotional.
Comedy: “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” is an oldie but a goodie. Michael Caine and Steve Martin co-star
in this comedy about making their
wealth conning rich women into
taking care of them. There’s a great
combination of smart, witty writing
along with slapstick humor that kept
me laughing the whole time.
Classic: “The Sound of Music”
starring Julie Andrews is perhaps
one of the best rainy day movies to

watch as it has a whole song devoted
to feeling better while it rains. This
movie is a must-see and perhaps
a must-see-again if the last time
you watched it was when you were
younger and lacked the historical
background that adds new levels of
understanding to this already phenomenal movie.
Horror: “Hush” was suggested
to me by a friend because I am too
scared to watch horror movies.
Marli Stellhorn, a sophomore and
horror-movie lover said, “This one
revolves around the terrorization of
a deaf woman in her own home. The
plot will keep you on your toes the
entire time. My heart was going over
90 beats the entire movie. Make sure
you have a buddy to watch it with!”
Whether you are drawn to darker
horror movies or light-hearted comedies, find a movie you are excited
to watch so that you start to shift
your thinking away from rain being a hinderance and instead view
it in a positive way: a free pass to
be lazy, get comfy and watch some
good movies!
Sahale Greenwood is a
sophomore political science and
communication major.

value system that can guide
us toward a purposeful life.
One in which happiness is a
by-product of such pursuit,
not its goal—only then can
we bear our burdens with
purpose.
When we find meaning in
our tasks “daily and hourly,”
our responsibilities become
purposeful. And as students,
too often do we write essays
for the sake of finishing a
homework assignment, when
writing is an ideal opportunity for us to learn how to think
and articulate.
Too often do we take
classes for the sake of fulfilling a core requirement, when
classes are opportunities for
us to learn how to read and
speak. It is only when we see
value in our classes that we
can remain motivated in spite
of the stress of midterms and
finals without becoming nihilistic and embittered.
Only then can we stand
proudly on the podium on
graduation day, knowing we
have achieved an inner fulfillment, a spiritual accomplishment which Frankl sees as an
indelible triumph.
Every generation since has
rediscovered and cherished
“Man’s Search for Meaning.”
It is our turn—and as students
in college, it couldn’t come at
a better time.
Nicholas Chan is a junior
economics major.

PSC Unites
Continued from Page 1

have committed to, have not left
me without hope that this feeling
could be restored for myself as
well as established for the many
students who have yet to feel any
sense of “home” in association
with Santa Clara.
The commonly expressed sentiment that only through hardship
are we challenged to grow proves
to ring true in this situation. We do
not move forward unchanged. The
willingness to involve students, reflect upon our constituencies and
protocols and become more just in
our governance processes makes
me hopeful for what I know we can
accomplish as a community rooted
in a common goal.
Despite the unique difficulties
that have manifested throughout
this experience, I am still excited
for what we might be able to accomplish by working together,
listening to one another and valuing every perspective at the table.
It is through this end that we will
achieve the home we seek to provide, here at Santa Clara, that will
cultivate leaders ready to go forth
and set the world on fire.
In love and solidarity,
Samantha M. Pérez
Student Body President

Articles in the Opinion section represent the views of the individual authors only
and not the views of The Santa Clara or Santa Clara University.

Broncos Come Back To Win
Win sparks
momentum into
Thursday
John Brussa

Women’s Water Polo
DAVIS, Calif.—Women’s Water
Polo opened its season Saturday at the Aggie Invite hosted
by UC Davis.
After losing just two seniors
last year and retaining all of its
starting lineup, the Broncos
were poised and experienced
heading into Saturday’s matchups.

STANDINGS
Men’s Basketball
Team
Gonzaga
San Francisco
Saint Mary’s
Brigham Young
Santa Clara
Loyola Marymount
San Diego
Pepperdine
Pacific
Portland

Sports Editor
STOCKTON, Calif.—Following two straight losses in their
three-game road trip, Men’s
Basketball was able to turn
things around against Pacific
on Saturday. The Broncos, who
faced a 12-point deficit in the
second half, came back to defeat
the Tigers 69-57.
Santa Clara committed just
six turnovers—tying a season
low against Idaho in December—compared to the 19 in
last Thursday’s game against
Saint Mary’s in which they were
blown out 75-55.
Sophomore guard Tahj
Eaddy, averaging 16.2 points
per game, led the Broncos in
scoring with 18 points and was
among four Broncos to score in
the double-digits.
Fellow sophomore Josip
Vrankic knocked down 14
points and was good for his
third double-double in the last
four games.
During the second period,
the Tigers’ lead reached 47-35.
Following two threes from Eaddy, Santa Clara pulled within
three with 8:47 left on the clock.
Pacific’s shooting went ice cold
(32 percent in the second half )
and the Broncos went on a 19-2
scoring streak to clinch the victory.
Men’s Basketball faces No.
5 Gonzaga tonight at 8 p.m. at
home in the Leavey Center.
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WCC
5-0
4-1
4-1
4-2
3-3
2-3
2-3
2-4
1-5
0-5

Overall
18-2
16-3
13-7
12-9
11-9
14-5
13-7
9-11
11-10
7-13

WCC
8-0
6-1
5-2
5-2
4-3
3-4
2-5
1-6
1-6
1-7

Overall
16-3
17-2
12-5
11-6
11-7
10-9
9-9
9-9
5-13
8-11

Women’s Basketball

SANTA CLARA ATHLETICS

Tahj Eaddy helped the Broncos surmount Pacific’s lead on Saturday, scoring 18 points and securing the victory.

In their first contest against
the hosting Aggies—ranked No.
10 nationally—it was UC Davis

times and began the game with
a 6-1 lead over the Sunbirds.
Holding Fresno Pacific score-

SANTA CLARA ATHLETICS

Elvena Gevargiz was a part of all three doubles victories for the Broncos.

that took control early, scoring
four times in as many minutes
and cruising to a 15-5 victory
over the Broncos.
In the second contest of the
day in the late afternoon, Santa
Clara took on Fresno Pacific.
Seniors Hannah Buck and Annie Eldridge each scored three

less thereafter, the Broncos
won 11-5.
Women’s Tennis
FULLERTON, Calif—Women’s Tennis kicked off its 2019
spring season opener this past
weekend at the Cal State Ful-

lerton Titan Invitational.
On Friday, Santa Clara went
6-4 overall (2-1 in doubles, 4-3
in singles) which included doubles wins by sophomore Nadine
Del Carmine and first-year Jamie Schroer, and by sophomore
Elvena Gevargiz and junior
Caitlyn Frankel over the tournament’s host, CSUF.
During the second day of
competition, the Broncos tallied five more victories. Santa
Clara’s only doubles win of the
day came in a match against
Denver and the rest came during singles matches against
CSUF.
The Broncos notched two
more doubles victories on Sunday—the final day of the invitational—against Arizona and
Pacific.
Gevargiz was apart three
doubles wins, leading Santa
Clara on the weekend. The
Broncos were 5-4 in doubles
matches and 4-3 in singles on
Friday and Saturday. On Sunday, however, Santa Clara lost
all seven singles matches, leaving them 8-13 overall.
The Broncos host Dominican University this Saturday
at 11 a.m.
Contact John Brussa at
jbrussa@scu.edu or call (408)
554-4852.

Team
Brigham Young
Gonzaga
Pacific
Pepperdine
Saint Mary’s
Loyola Marymount
Santa Clara
Portland
San Francisco
San Diego

UPCOMING GAMES
Men’s Basketball
Gonzaga @ Santa Clara

Thurs. 1/24 8:00 p.m.

LMU @ Santa Clara

Sat. 1/26 6:00 p.m.

Portland @ Santa Clara

Sat. 2/02 6:00 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
Santa Clara @ Portland

Thurs. 1/24 7:00 p.m.

Santa Clara @ Gonzaga

Sat. 1/26 2:00 p.m.

San Francisco @ Santa Clara

Sat. 2/02 2:00 p.m.

Women’s Tennis
Dominican @ Santa Clara

Sat. 1/26 11:00 a.m.

Princeton @ Santa Clara

Tues. 1/29 1:00 p.m..

Santa Clara @ UC Davis

Sun. 2/03 11:00 a.m.

Women’s Water Polo
Santa Clara @ CSMB

Sat. 1/26 12:00 p.m.

Santa Clara @ CSEB

Sat. 2/02 12:00 p.m.

Australian Open: Upsets in the Land Down Under
Williams, Federer
among the giants felled
so far in Open
Annika Tiña

The Santa Clara
The Australian Open kicked off in the second week of January. The annual event in
Melbourne, Australia is the first of the four
Grand Slam tennis tournaments each year,
including French Open, Wimbledon and
the US Open.
As players enter the finals rounds
of the tournament, here are the upsets
that brought them to the end.
Karolina Pliskova vs. Serena Williams
In three sets, Karolina Pliskova defeated
Serena Williams in the Women’s Singles Quarterfinals on Tuesday, eliminating another alltime tennis favorite from the tournament.
Although Pliskova was ranked nine spots
above Williams in the Women’s Singles draw,
Williams came in with high hopes after her
victory upset against the No. 1 Simona Halep
the day before.
However, in the third set of the quarterfinal
match, both players with a set each, Pliskova
survived four match points, and Williams lost
her 5-1 lead. Williams was upset not because

of player ranking but because of a sudden shift
in control over the game. Pliskova now seeks
her first major tournament title.
Roger Federer vs. Stefanos Tsitsipas
Another fan-favorite Roger Federer underwent a tough battle against the No. 14 ranked
20-year-old Stefanos Tsitsipas on Sunday.
On the serving side, Tsitsipas beat Federer
at his own game, saving all 12 break points he
encountered.
Four sets and three tiebreakers later, Tsitsipas was victorious
in Round 4 of
the tour-

nament.
He went on to
defeat Roberto Bautista
Agut in the quarterfinal.
Danielle Collins vs.
Angelique Kerber
The unranked (35)
Danielle Collins was 0-5
in Grand Slam tournaments
entering the Australian Open
for the first time. Now she has
secured a spot on the Semifinal bracket. She attracted

global attention after defeating the secondranked and reigning Wimbledon champion
Angelique Kerber in Round 4 of the
open. Collins won
in straight
sets, allowing Kerber
to win only
two games
in the entire
match.
Lucas Pouille
vs. Milos
Raonic
Lucas Pouille
defied his lower
rank of 28 by enduring four-set matches
against Borna Ćorić (11)
and Milos Raonic
(16). Making
his sixth
all-time
appearance in the
tournament, having won
no matches in previous
appearances, Pouille
came back from the
tiebreaker loss to
defeat Ćorić winning three sets in

a row.
Against Raonic, he served 66 percent of
first serves in, while Raonic served 58 percent. Pouille secured his first win against
Raonic after four career meetings to enter
the Semifinals.

Semifinal
Matchups
8 Petra Kvitová vs.
Danielle Collins
7 Karolína Plíšková vs.
4 Naomi Osaka
14 Stefanos Tsitsipas vs.
2 Rafael Nadal
28 Lucas Pouille vs.
1 Novak Djokovic

Contact Annika Tiña
at aftina@scu.edu
or call (408)
554-4852.
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Coasts Collide in Old vs. New Showdown

AP

Following a back and forth scoring match that resulted in an overtime shoot-out, the Patriots successfully navigated their way to Super Bowl LIII, beating Kansas City 37-31. Meanwhile, the Los Angeles Rams toppled the
Saints in another overtime thriller earlier that Sunday. The last time these teams faced off in a Super Bowl (XXXVI), Brady was just 24-years old—the same age as LA’s current quarterback, Jared Goff. The Pats won 20-17.

Following a wild
playoffs weekend,
Pats have déjà vu
Kyle Lydon

Associated Reporter
You know how the old saying
goes: in this world nothing is certain
except death and taxes. Well, death,
taxes and the New England Patriots
getting into the Super Bowl.
This past weekend the Patriots
defeated the Kansas City Chiefs 3731 in a thrilling overtime game. With
the victory, the Patriots punched
their ticket to a third straight Super
Bowl—doing it in dramatic fashion
once again.
Some advice for non-Patriots
fans out there?
Just stay inside. Curl up with
that book you’ve been meaning to
read or binge watch a Netflix show.
Don’t venture out into public because the New England fans aren’t
going to let this one go. Most won’t
be shy to tell you all about how great
the Pats are, how unstoppable Rob
Gronkowski is and the god-like nature of Tom Brady. And honestly,
how can anyone blame them?
The Patriots have made the AFC
Championship game for the past
eight years. Yes, you read that right.
Eight. They have been in the AFC
Championship game every year
since 2011—when Charlie Sheen was
still on “Two and a Half Men” and
Snapchat had just been invented.
Their reign at the top of the National Football League has been long
and consistent. However, their lead
in this weekend’s game was not. The
Patriots jumped out to an early 14-0
lead going into halftime, but the
Chiefs mounted a slow, persistent
comeback throughout the second
half. Patrick Mahomes, Kansas
City’s star young quarterback, finished the game completing 16 of
31 passes for 295 yards and three
touchdowns.
After a long video review on an
apparent muffed punt from Patriot’s
Julian Edelman in the fourth quarter, Kansas City’s defense forced an
interception which led to a touchdown from Damien Williams, making it 21-17 and giving Kansas their
first lead.
Both teams traded scores again

and Kansas City held the lead at 2824 as the clock wound down to 1:57.
With the game on the line, Brady did
what he does best and led a 65-yard
scoring drive to put the Patriots
back on top with only 39 seconds
remaining.
Yet, thanks to some quick improvisation from Mahomes, a “free
play” due to a New England penalty and a clutch kick from Harrison Butker, the Chiefs executed a
39-yard field goal to push the game
into overtime.
Unfortunately, that end of
regulation would be the last time
Kansas City would touch the ball,
as the Patriots won the overtime
coin toss and elected to receive the
ball first—a tremendous advantage
in NFL overtime rules. As they’ve
done countless times over their
long careers, Brady and Belichick
strung together an impressive 75yard drive that ended in a two-yard
touchdown run to send the Pats to
the Super Bowl.
On the other side of the league,
the Los Angeles Rams earned their
spot in Super Bowl LIII after beating the New Orleans Saints to win
the NFC Championship in another
exhilarating overtime game. This
was the first time in NFL history
that both conference title games
ended in overtime.
However, this unbelievable
weekend of NFL football was not
without controversy. The biggest
story of the weekend came from a
blown call by the officials in which
a crucial and blatant pass interference penalty near the end of regulation was missed.
With 1:48 left in the fourth quarter and the game tied at 20-20, Drew
Brees and the Saints were driving.
On third and 10 from the Rams’ 13yard line, Los Angeles cornerback
Nickell Robey-Coleman ran into
Saints’ running back Tommylee
Lewis well before the ball arrived.
It was an obvious pass interference call which would have given
the Saints a first down and the ball
around the five-yard line. Instead,
for the first time all game there
wasn’t a whistle to be heard. The
officials missed the call, forcing the
Saints to settle for a field goal that
put them up 23-20 with 1:41 left in
regulation.
While still down by three points,
the entire Rams’ sideline knew they
got lucky. Robey-Coleman admitted post-game that after the play he

“came to the sideline, looked at the
football gods and was like, ‘Thank
you’. I got away with one tonight.”
A minute and 41 seconds was just
enough time to allow Jared Goff and
the Rams to score a game-tying 48yard field goal from Greg Zuerlein
with 15 seconds remaining.
In overtime, the Saints got the
ball first, but were unable to score
after an interception by Brees.

With Los Angeles taking over, the
next team to score was headed to
the Super Bowl. The Rams stalled
at the 39-yard line, but Zuerlein’s
57-yard game-winning field goal
went straight through the uprights
and the Rams were headed to Super
Bowl LIII.
So, after an exciting, edge-ofyour-seat weekend of playoff football, the Super Bowl matchup for

Feb. 3 is set: the New England Patriots versus the Los Angeles Rams.
Brady, the oldest quarterback in the
league, against Sean McVay, the
youngest coach ever to make a Super
Bowl. Anything can happen, but I’d
think twice before betting against
New England’s experience.
Contact Kyle Lydon at klydon@scu.
edu or call (408) 554-4852.

